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HRSS 2009/2011 Officers 
 

President: 

  Chuck Lawson, FSA Scot 

  1211 Wilson Ave. 

  Tullahoma, TN  37388 

  (931) 455-2925 
  president@hrsstn.org         
 

Vice President: 

  Heath Barkley 

  801 Clouddale Court 

  Smyrna, TN 37167 

  (615) 459-9139 

  heath.barkley@gmail.com     
  

Secretary: 

  Desireé F. Porter 

  101 Virginia Drive 

  Tullahoma, TN  37388 

  (931) 393-3586 

  RJsPrincess@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer: 

  Ken Stewart 

  96 Motlow Court  

  Wartrace, TN  37183 

  (931) 461-0314 

  kstewart96@charter.net   
 

Webmaster: 

  Ron Porter 

  webmaster@hrsstn.org     
 

We are on the web at ... 

   www.hrsstn.org 

From the President’s Pen 
 The Glasgow Highland Games were a little disap-

pointing this year. With no Highland Dancers, only one 

pipe band,  and too many Celtic Rock bands playing 

music that is not Scottish in my opinion, there was not a 

lot of music coming from the Great Highland Bagpipes 

that games attendees are so accustomed to hearing. 

There was no piping competition that usually filled the 

air with beautiful pipe music most of the day at these 

events. Another sad note is that attendance was substan-

tially down so we had fewer tent visitors. A positive 

note is that Bob Harrison, president of the Games, is 

now recovering nicely from his serious heart problems.   

 At publication of the third newsletter to be offered in 

electronic format, 54% of members have ñgone green,ò 

resulting in significant savings in paper, printing and 

postage costs for HRSS. If you are reading the purple 

snail-mail copy and are willing to receive your newslet-

ter electronically, please let me know. Send your e-mail 

address to president@hrsstn.org It remains your choice. 

Yours aye,  Chuck 
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Standing Committee Chairs  
 Audit                                             Howell Graham 

 By-Laws                                        Ken Stewart 

 Hospitality                                    Randal Cunningham 

 Membership                                 Fran Lawson 

 Program                                        Ron Cunningham 

 Publicity                                        Jack Burke 

 Ways and Means                          Ron Cunningham 

 Webmaster                            Ron Porter 

A 501 (c)(3) Charitable Organization  
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PQUPCOMING EVENTSMN 
 

07-10 July Grandfather Mountain 

 Highland Games 
 Linville, NC 
 

19 July HRSS Regular Meeting 

                          7:00 P. M. at The Celtic Cup  

                          Coffee House, Tullahoma 
  

11-13 September  Sycamore Shoals  

     Celtic Festival  

     Elizabethton, TN 
 

20 September HRSS Regular Meeting 

                          7:00 P. M. at The Celtic Cup  

                          Coffee House, Tullahoma 
 

01 October North Ala Highland Games    

 Scottsboro, AL 

 

July Program 

Katie Snyder will present a program with informa-

tion and demonstration of Highland dance. Katie is a 

multiple Burns scholarship recipient and has been an 

entertainer at our Burns Celebrations for numerous 

years. She is an extremely talented young lassie and 

always such a joy to watch and to view her growing 

poise and professionalism in her craft. 

 Upcoming Program 
In September, Kell Coulter will present entertain-

ment using her voice and her harp. Kell is a two-time 

Burns scholarship recipient and has entertained us in 

the past, including at numerous Burns Celebrations. 

Her songwriting, vocal, and harping talents keep ex-

panding and we all enjoy being in her audience.   
 

HRSS is proud of our very talented members and ap-

preciate their willingness to share their talent with our 

Society at our events.  
 

Burns Scholarships 2011 
As noted in the last edition of the newsletter, a piping 

scholarship had been requested by Connor Davidson 

and had been approved by the Burns Committee. Un-

fortunately, or fortunately depending on how it is 

viewed, Connor was promoted at work and new du-

ties/training presented a conflict with piping school 

dates. He informed us before the check was issued 

and mailed, so the money will be retained until next 

year, earmarked for Connor per his previous approval.  
 

FUNDRAISERS 
Highlandphoto CLAN SEAT PACKAGES: A 

photo montage and album about your Clan is avail-

able from Highlandphoto. Two packages are avail-

able and HRSS will receive commission on orders. 

Details are available at www.highlandphoto.org.uk 

and contact suebrewer@highlandphoto.org.uk for 

order information. State your connection to HRSS. 

COOKBOOKS: These make great gifts for any 

cook, Scottish or no. Cost is $15/each or 3/$13/each. 

Contact Fran Lawson, or buy at The Celtic Cup.  

DONATIONS:  HRSS is a 501(c)3 organization. A 

donation to HRSS is tax deductible and can be ear-

marked as you wish. 

Our Ways & Means Committee continues to entertain 

other ideas for fundraisers. If you have some, contact 

Ron or Randal Cunningham.   
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Membership News 
HRSS currently has 128 members. Moran taing to 

those members who renewed their memberships and 

to those who keep growing their families. Only cur-

rent members receive the newsletter. Continue to in-

vite friends and family with ties to or interest in Scot-

land to become members. HRSS growth continues 

and continues to be very exciting. Dues remain at $10 

individual or $15 family. Dues can be sent to or inter-

ested parties can contact:  

       Fran Lawson, HRSS Membership Chair 

                      P. O. Box 1701   

                       Tullahoma, TN  37388 

     falawson@lighttube.net          931-455-2925 
 

Cheyne addition: Born 11/18/2010, Cailyn Cheyne 

is our youngest member. Her proud parents, Jeff & 

Leslie, and big brother, Casen, brought her along to 

the Glasgow Games for introductions. This may be a 

family tradition; a few years back, Glasgow was also 

Casenôs introduction to Highland Games and HRSS. 
 

Barkley additions: Lisa & Heath have tripled their 

family size with the adoptions of 4 children. They are 

Michael age 8, Sanorina age 6, Josie age 4, and 

Sergio age 3.  Heath says ñOh, boy!ò As parents of 

four children, the editors say ñWhat an undertaking!ò 
 

Condolences to Ruth Wells and the rest of the family 

at the death of Joe, her husband, and a long-time 

HRSS member. 

http://www.highlandphoto.org.uk
mailto:suebrewer@highlandphoto.org.uk
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Minutes of 17 May, 2011, Meeting 
President Chuck Lawson called the meeting to order 

at 7:40 pm with 17 members, three (3) visitors pre-

sent and thanked Ted Sheldon for the interesting 

and informative program on pewtering he presented 

prior to the business meeting. Chuck also announced 

that Angela Arnold is back in the hospital. 

Minutes of Last Meeting: Fran Lawson asked if 

there were corrections or additions to the minutes of 

the last meeting as printed in The Sporran before 

approval. Ken Stewart reported that the balance 

from the Treasurerôs report should have been 

$5504.71, not $1659.44. The minutes were accepted  

as amended. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Ken Stewart re-

ported income of $165, expenses of $1105.05, and 

current balance of $4564.66. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Fran Lawson, Membership Chair, reported we have 

120 members current.  

No other reports tendered. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Newsletter by email:  The editors, Fran & Chuck 

Lawson, continue to solicit members to join those 

already requesting an electronic copy of The Spor-

ran. Savings in costs to the Society are significant, 

down 48-49% at the recent mailing. Requests for a 

paper copy will still be honored, but please consider 

sending your email address to: president@hrsstn.org 

to go green.  

Kilted (or not) Hikes: Chuck Lawson announced 

he will be using e-mail to inform/update members 

about any future hikes planned. The Perimeter Trail 

in Sewanee has been suggested as a consideration.  

Glasgow Games: Fran Lawson will again convene 

the HRSS tent for these Games  2-5 June. She will 

need volunteers to help her in the tent and to bring 

food for lunch both days. Ted & Sue Sheldon offer 

to do both. John Scarbrough volunteers to bring 

any paper products needed. Others, who will be there 

with their Clans, including our President, offer to 

come by and give what assistance they can.  

Other Old Business: Randal Cunningham asked 

about the status of the Greenway project and if it is 

still tabled. Fran Lawson informed that it remains 

on the table as no satisfactory solution to the vandal-

ism has been offered by the city of Tullahoma and 

nothing HRSS did there was safe, a continual loss of 

money before the project was even completed. Com-

pleting it remains a goal if a practical plan to keep 

the site safe can be formulated and guaranteed. 

 

Minutes (cont) 
NEW BUSINESS 

No new business was presented for consideration  
 

John Scarbrough moved to adjourn, seconded by 

Randal Cunningham,  meeting adjourned at 8:14 

pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fran Lawson, substitute for  

Desiree Porter, Secretary 
 

 

Glasgow Highland Games 
On Saturday with temperatures set at Bake, Broil, 

Roast, take your pick, Fran Lawson convened a tent 

at Glasgow, KY, for HRSS with the able assistance 

of Ted & Sue Sheldon. Chuck Lawson convened 

for Clan MacLaren ñnext doorò and was able to dart 

back and forth between the two tents. Jeff & Leslie 

Cheyne with Casen & Cailyn were in and out all 

day, as was John Scarbrough from the Clan Donald 

tent. Sue Brewer popped in from her booth ñacross 

the street,ò Heath Barkley paid a brief visit from his 

Clan Barclay tent, Greg Cutcliff came by between 

his piping duties. We had a family renewal (dues) 

and sold one cookbook. Sunday opened in the same 

temperature range but with a slight breeze. [Oh, that 

it would have stayed slight!] We lost the Sheldonôs 

and the Cheneyôs but John, Heath, and Greg again 

made appearances. Steve & Debbie Lowery were 

there for the day, also Michele Hardin and a visitor, 

Chuck Lawson, Jr, who has now become an honor-

ary member of HRSS due to his heroic efforts to 

save the tent when the breeze exceeded slight. Soon 

after we had lunch and before the Parade of Tartans, 

HIGH winds attacked. Food that had not yet been 

put away and papers not nailed down sailed across 

the field, and some into the next county. The big tent 

that held HRSS and Clans MacLaren and Montgom-

ery was coming down! Chuck, Jr, and Heath be-

came heroes as they held corner poles to help keep 

the tent up for others to salvage and pack up supplies 

and get to safety. The most outstanding hero, though, 

was Steve Lowery, who was in his home when it 

was flattened by the Good Friday, 2009, Murfrees-

boro  tornado, who was  experiencing flashbacks, 

and who focused totally on getting everybody and 

everybodyôs tent materials safely out from under the 

falling tent. Looking back, I wonder why we did not 

all run to safety and let ñstuff,ò which is replaceable, 

go. But, thanks to heroes who did not consider that 

alternative, we did not have to do that. No Parade of 

Tartans, but Glasgow was a memorable Games.  
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